MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP
Dear Friends,
Welcome to this new edition of eMarounia.
February is a special month for the Maronite community as it marks the
Feast of St Maroun, the Father of our Maronite Church and the Patron of
our Eparchy.
We came together as one worshipping community all over Australia to
celebrate this special occasion and recall the great Saint, the Founder
of our spiritual tradition, who, more than 1600 years ago, brought the
Gospel to the simple farmers and workers of Syria and Lebanon in
Aramaic, their own language.
St Maroun gave up everything in the world to unite his heart to that of
the Lord, without any distraction at all. Because he did not care for any
earthly matters, he had nothing to care for but the Lord and doing God’s
will.
When we celebrate the Feast of St Maroun in this Year of Mercy, we recall that we cannot be worthy of
our Father in Heaven, or even of our Fathers in the Faith, unless we rise in the morning and dedicate
ourselves to mercy, unless we remember mercy during the day as we are doing work, and unless we
ask God to protect us in His mercy as we and our families lay ourselves down to sleep.
Finally, we are honoured to say that our Maronite tradition is spreading throughout the world in a
manner which it never has before. Truly, our people have become not only a people making a
pilgrimage from earth to heaven, but a people taking that pilgrimage and that Maronite tradition with
them around the world.
God bless you all.
Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarabay

DIOCESAN HIGHLIGHTS
Maronites on Mission Trip to Philippines
Maronites on Mission began the year of 2016 with a very successful fourth annual missionary trip to
Naga City in the Philippines.

Twenty young volunteers from
different Maronite parishes in
NSW were given the opportunity to
spend ten days serving the
poorest of the poor in the slums,
orphanage, garbage tip and
mental hospital by participating in
the daily lives of the Missionaries
of the Poor.
Maronites on Mission Australia
has also launched an exciting new
initiative in conjunction with St
Maroun's Cathedral Redfern, with
a weekly soup kitchen servicing the destitute and hungry in the Redfern area. They also continue to
expand their home visits and counselling programs providing food packs, financial relief, emotional and
spiritual support to many struggling families both within and outside our Maronite community.
For more information, please contact info@maronitesonmission.com

White Stone Gala Dinner
On the 12th of March,
White Stone held its
2nd Gala Dinner at the
Paradiso Fairfield.
Over 750 people
joined the White Stone
team to raise funds
and support their
mission to help
individuals with
addictions and assist
their families.

DIOCESAN HIGHLIGHTS

On St Maroun’s Feast Day, His Excellency Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarabay celebrated a solemn Mass
at St Maroun’s Cathedral in Redfern along with Maronite clergy, community, dignitaries and
parishioners.

Bishop Tarabay celebrated St Maroun’s Feast Day with the Maronite community of St Maroun’s Church
in Adelaide. Bishop Tarabay along with Father Louis Saad, Parish Priest and Mr Andrew Larpent, CEO
of Southern Cross Care, launched Maronite Southern Cross Care dedicated to help the elderly from the
Maronite community.

His Excellency also celebrated St Maroun’s Feast at St Maroun’s church in Brisbane.

Bishop Tarabay with Msgr Emmanuel Sakr, assistant parish priests and the parish community marked
the 50th anniversary of the renovation and restoration of St Maroun’s Cathedral in Redfern with the
unveiling of a statue of St Maroun by Lebanese sculptor, Nayef Alwan.

CATHOLIC NEWS
Pope to approve Mother Teresa’s canonisation on March 15
The Vatican has announced that Pope Francis will preside over a consistory to approve the
canonisation of five men and women, including Blessed Teresa of Kolkata.

Pope Francis on Mother Teresa's Nuns Killed in Yemen: They are
the Martyrs of Today
During the Angelus, the Pope recalled the murder of four Missionaries of Charity nuns in Yemen. He
especially regretted that the crime did not get any media coverage. "These are the martyrs of today! They
are not on the front page of newspapers, they are not news. They are the people who give blood for the
Church. These people are the victims of those who have murdered them but also of the indifference, of
this global indifference of those who do not care.”
The nuns were killed along with twelve other people in the nursing home where they worked.

Archbishop of Canberra announces new safeguards body
The Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn, Christopher Prowse, has announced the establishment of a
new body to handle sexual abuse complaints within the Archdiocese.
Announcing the Institute for Professional Standards and Safeguarding (IPSS) yesterday, Archbishop
Prowse said: “I have instigated and aim to fully implement a governance structure that brings our
survivors of sex abuse from the margins into the centre of our pastoral response. “The aim is to support
survivors with the reassurance that all our communities are safe, our children and vulnerable people are
truly cared for, and the spiritual dimension of all we do is not compromised by unethical and criminal
behaviour,” he said.

DID YOU KNOW?
In 1889, the number of Maronite Catholics in Australia had reach a critical mass to
justify the establishment of a Maronite mission with two priests, Father (later
Monsignor) Joseph Dahdah and Father Abdullah Yazbeck were sent. When they
arrived, Cardinal Moran attached them to the Latin rite churches of St. Vincent de
Paul in Redfern and Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Waterloo from where they
attended to the spiritual requirements of the Maronites. It was reported in 1897
that: a move for (sic) their own church began early in 1894 when a chapel was set
up in a private house in Raglan Street, Waterloo and was blessed by Bishop
Higgins. Although inadequate, this chapel served the community until the
completion of the first Maronite Catholic Church in Elizabeth Street, Redfern in
January 1897.
Source:
http://www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au/exhibition/objectsthroughtime/maronites/

YOUR MARONITE CALENDAR
BISHOP ANTOINE–CHARBEL TARABAY  EASTER PROGRAM

2016
20 March: Palm Sunday Mass at St John the Beloved, Mount Druitt (10:30 am)
25 March: Good Friday Adoration of the Cross at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park (11:00 am)
26 March: Holy Saturday Prayer of Forgiveness at St Raymond’s, Auburn (11:30 am)
26 March: Easter Vigil Mass at St Maroun’s, Redfern (6:00 pm)
27 March: Easter Midnight Mass at St Charbel’s, Punchbowl (12:00 am)
27 March: Easter Mass at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park (11:00 am)
9 April: St Rafqa’s Feast Mass at St Rafqa’s, Austral (6:30 pm)

Saint Joseph’s Feast Program 2016
12 March: Parish Annual BBQ at 7:30pm
13March: Mass for People with Disability and Healing of the Sick at 10am
Youth Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarabay at 6pm
18 March: Stations of the Cross followed by the Solemn Mass with His Excellency Bishop Antoine
Charbel Tarabay and distribution of Hrissi at 6pm
19 March: Feast Day, Masses at 8:00am, 10:00am, 11:15am and 6:00pm
For full program, please visit stjosephparish.org.au/2016/03/06/saintjosephsfeastprogram2016/
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